Parnett
befuddlement of the minds of thousands of their countrymen*
Parnell was a man of Conservative character, and, like most
Conservatives, he had the courage of the Liberals* convictions*
He would not endure an injustice, but neither would he
tolerate a nuisance* He was not entirely jocular when he
told Michael Davitt that his first act when he became Prime
Minister of Ireland would be to lock him up* Mr* Labou-
chere, in a letter to Mr* Chamberlain, dated Sunday,
December (? 20), i885/ said: " My own conviction is that if
the Irish get Home Rule, they will, with the exception of the
land question, surprise us by their conservatism* Their first
thing will be to pass some sort of very drastic legislation
against the Fenians*" Parnell in this respect was remarkably
representative of his people* He would have given un-
commonly short shrift to Mexican gentlemen with a passion
for metaphysical hair-splitting*
The Liberal Government was now tottering to its fall,
and in 1885 it collapsed* An amendment of no importance
to the Budget Bill was moved by Sir Michael Hicks-Beach
on June 8, and when the House divided, the Irishmen voted
with the Tories, and the Government were defeated by
twelve votes* Mr* Gladstone immediately resigned, and
Lord Salisbury became Prime Minister* The new Lord-
Lieutenant, Lord Carnarvon, was manifestly friendly to the
Irish people, and anxious to rule by means of the ordinary
law of the land* The Crimes Act, which Mr* Gladstone
had threatened to renew because of the epidemic of sedition,
was allowed to lapse by the Conservatives* It seemed,
indeed, as if the new Government, which depended for its
life on Parnell, were about to do all that the Irish wanted*
Parnell asked for an enquiry into the Maamtrasna murders,
and got it* He asked for a new Land Act, and he got it*
Lord Carnarvon invited him to come and discuss Irish affairs
1 Life of Henry Labouchere, by A* L* Thorold, p* 353+
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